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things are real but everything exists only for a
moment. The soul is onlyJnanam or intelligence.
It will also decay.

4. Sountrantikas also accept the reality of
things in this world but say that they will be
changing every moment.

, There are a number of sects under the Maha-
yana and the Hinayana branches. The Hinayana
Buddhists do not worship Buddha images. "How
can things come out of nothingness? Is there an
intelligent principle behind the aggregate of
atoms? When are they brought about and by
whom? If they are stationary, the theory of
momentariness is refuted. If they are momen-
tary, we cannot say they come into existence and
then unite. They cannot exist according to them
for more than a moment. If there is no intelligent
principle how can the non-intelligent atoms ag-
gregate? If a thing is destroyed, out of what is the
next thing produced? If soul is momentary and
Mukti is also momentary, why should man strive
for liberation and what is the use of ethics? Will
there be memory if experience is momentary?
Nihilism of Buddhists is illogical in every way. It
is against Sruti, Smriti, perception and infer-
ence" says Badarayana, the author of Brahma
sutras (2,2.32). The NaiyayikasandtheVaise-
shikas state that the world is formed out of atoms.
"Itis wrong" says Badarayana, "since there must
be somebody to bring about the combination of
atoms".

Sir, why should we regard Buddhism and Jain-
ism only as sects of Hinduism"?
Both Jainism and Buddhism accept rebirth,
Karma theory and Mukti or Nirvana. They say
ignorance is the root cause of desire and misery